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[As E.O.Reischauer & A.M. Craig at Harvard briefly illustrated], As early as 1791 two
American ships had entered Japanese waters, and in 1797 another visited Nagasaki, chartered
by the Dutch authorities in the East Indies to replace their own ships, cut off from them
by the Napoleonic wars. An American businessman in Canton dispatched a small vessel, the
Morrison, to Japan in 1837 to repatriate seven Japanese castaways and through this act of

good will, to open up relations with Japan, but the unarmed ship was fired on by the Japanese

and driven off (HTYE WHE [V A7 A EYbasybs] )
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The relations between the Dutch and the Americans became very friendly, and when the newly
created Batavian Republic hesitated to trust the annual Company ship to Nagasaki under a
flag which the British might not respect, the Eliza, under the America flag, was charted
for the voyage(1789). For several years thereafter the American flag appeared regularly
in Japan each season, and when the Department of State, in 1832, began to assemble information
with a view to treaty relations with Japan, it was mainly through Dutch sources and through

Americans who, in the employ of the Dutch, had been to Nagasaki, that the information was

secured. (HTE WG TEALLALTD )
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Lady Washington came to be the first American ship to land at a port in Japan in 1791, some
62 years prior to the entry of Commodore Perry and the official contact between the two
nations in 1853. It is doubtful that Capt. John Kendrick, then in command of the “Lady
Washington” realized the historic significance of the event when he anchored at Ohshima in
the port of Kushimoto, 184 years ago.

[Hopkins gives the following epitome of the voyage:]”Captain Kendrick left Larks Bay in
March in accompany with the Grace of New York Captain Douglass New York Captain Douglass
they went into a harbor on the southern coast of Japan where they were received by the natives
with the greatest hospitality. Here Captain Kendrick displayed the American flag which is
probably the first ever seen in that quarter (EITFEPE WA TEALNCIHID)
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